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Foolish Operations: Creating Togetherness

Exploring the theme of

water with boats, fish,

crabs and sharks,

performers present

irresistible invitations

for children to join in

movement, drawing and

music making. 

Paper Playground is a stimulating experience

set on a large paper carpet, created especially

for children five and under that is full of

dancing, drawing, live music and projections.

Fully immersive, Paper Playground welcomes

children as true creative collaborators and

they become an essential part of the

performance.

 https://foolishoperations.org/paper-playground/ foolishoperations@gmail.com

Julie Lebel, Artistic Director, Vancouver Canada
julie@foolishoperations.org
www.foolishoperations.org

https://foolishoperations.org/performances/paper-playground/ julie@foolishoperations.org

Paper Playground was commissioned by Marnie Perrin, now director of the

Surrey SPARK Stages

https://foolishoperations.org/paper-playground/
https://foolishoperations.org/contact/
http://www.foolishoperations.org/
https://foolishoperations.org/paper-playground/
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https://foolishoperations.org/contact/


A playful and interactive dance performance for children and caregivers

 https://foolishoperations.org/paper-playground/ foolishoperations@gmail.com

https://foolishoperations.org/performances/paper-playground/ julie@foolishoperations.org

Julie Lebel, Artistic Director, Vancouver Canada
julie@foolishoperations.org
www.foolishoperations.org

"I was impressed with the combination of sensitivity,
permission and trust this show places in the

intelligence of a group of children to come together
and converge and diverge creatively. In this way, Paper

Playground is a challenging and cutting-edge
performance and I was truly thrilled to attend with my

daughter." 

-Mirae Rosner, parent.

Paper Playground can be presented to
children:

8 to 24 months, 
18-36 months,
4 to 6 years. 
in family presentations or for daycares
and preschools.

Cast Size: 4 dancers, 1 musician and 1 stage manager

Duration : 40 minutes in French, English or both.

Can be presented 2 times/day for up to 20 children and an
unlimited number of adults

Teaser video: https://vimeo.com/377209020
Full-length video: 
 Password: pp

Technical rider:  https://foolishoperations.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/Tech-Rider-Paper-
Playground.pdf 

Our communication rider is ready for your team with
photos, social media videos, etc. 
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Paper Playground
DANCE, MUSIC AND DRAWING
PERFORMANCE FOR SMALL CHILDREN 

Team involved in the creation process:

Julie Lebel (dancer and director)

Caroline Liffmann (dancer and rehearsal director)

Meredith Bates (composer and musician)

Jacquie Rolston (animator)

Sarah Dixon (dramaturge)

Rémi Thibault (technical director)

Amanda Lye (visual artist)

Jo Leslie (theatre consultant)

Sarah Gallos (dancer)

Sophie Brassard (dancer)

Isabelle Rousseau (dancer and consultant in

dramaturgy)

Miriam Colvin (dancer)

Flavie Pinchon (dancer)

 https://foolishoperations.org/paper-playground/ foolishoperations@gmail.com

https://foolishoperations.org/performances/paper-playground/ julie@foolishoperations.org

Julie Lebel, Artistic Director, Vancouver Canada
julie@foolishoperations.org
www.foolishoperations.org

Date and Location of Premiere : Surrey

International Children’s Festival May 25-27,

2017.

Past Tours:  Smiters, BC: May 29 – April 5

2019, in a special version in collaboration with

Wet'suwet'en  drummer and signer grand-

mother Lillian Rose Dennis. Fort St. John, BC:

May 21-23 2019. Vancouver International

Children’s Festival: May 27-June 1 2019. St

Albert, AB: October 17-19. Vernon, BC:

November 17 2019, Miramichi, NB:

December 1-3, 2019.   May 3-14 2023:

Québec. May 17-25: Ontario
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foolishoperations@gmail.comhttps://foolishoperations.org/paper-playground/

Paper Playground's Guide for Educators and Participants

“A kindergarten teacher for three decades, I have seen several productions of children’s theatre over the
years.  Yet, I was unprepared for how moved I was after attending the Paper Playground presentation.  I
had never seen anything like it before.

I was impressed to see these young children using their senses, whole bodies, and experiencing and being
part of the artistic creation.  They were invited to feel and engage with the material, the music, beauty and
emotion.  Not a child present could resist.  Yet, part of my surprise was to also see adults equally engaged
with the material, as if the experience called out their inner child.  No one present in the room could remain
immune to the beauty and emotion generated by the experience.

Paper Playground is a celebration of, and a tribute to Art and the beauty of childhood.  It is high time that
we present more quality art such as Paper Playground to all children.”

-Astrid Pedneault
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An educator's testimony

Julie Lebel, Artistic Director, Vancouver Canada
julie@foolishoperations.org
www.foolishoperations.org
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https://foolishoperations.org/fr/performances/paper-playground/ julie@foolishoperations.org

Julie Lebel et Foolish Operations

Julie Lebel, directrice artistique, Vancouver, Canada
julie@foolishoperations.org
www.foolishoperations.org
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Foolish Operations was founded in 2016, on the ancestral and unceded
Indigenous territories of the xʷməθkʷəjˀəm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱ wú7mesh
(Squamish) and səl̓ ilwətaɁɬ (Tsleil Waututh) First Nations, also known as
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.

Foolish Operations creates dance experiences that welcome babies, toddlers
and their families in performances and workshops filled with irresistible
invitations to participate. We collaborate with artists, educators and specialists
to spark inspiration between communities, disciplines and fields of knowledge,
using play in art-making as the glue.

Julie Lebel is a francophone choreographer
invested in community-engaged dance and in
interactions between public space and
community - involving musicians, visual artists,
filmmakers and writers with a body of work
spanning 25 years. She is the Artistic Director of
Foolish Operations, creating new dance
experiences for and with people of all
generations, especially the very young ones. She
is a member of Lower Left Collective (USA,
Germany, Norway, and Canada) teaching and
performing Ensemble Thinking. She is the proud
mother of 14yrs old twins who are the first
consultants in all her endavours.
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Performers

Julie Lebel, directrice artistique, Vancouver, Canada
julie@foolishoperations.org
www.foolishoperations.org
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Julie Lebel: Artistic Director, choreographer and dancer  
Kathleen Nisbet: Violinist
Sarah Gallos: Dancer
Olivia Shaffer: Dancer
Silene Razo: Dancer
Stage Management: Xin Xuan Song

Thank yous
Thank you to all artists, supporters,
volunteers and presenters who
make these moments possible.
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