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General Provisions 
Baby Space Opera is designed to welcome the active participation of babies who can sit, 
crawl and slowly walk. Parents/caregivers sit with their children at the front and slightly on 
the sides of the performance space, on mats. The venue requirements, communications 
ahead of the performance, sound, light and projections, maximum number of children, 
welcome notes, and house management are also essential elements to allow for full 
participation and safety. In this context, we consider these measures to be accessibility 
measures. 
 

Maximum participants/audience 
members:  

●​ This performance welcomes 20 babies/toddlers and 30 adults maximum in larger 
venues or 15 babies/toddlers and 25 adults maximum in smaller (ex. 800 square foot 
minimum) venues 

Recommended age groups: 
●​ 6-24 month olds and their caregivers (ideal age) 
●​ Siblings or other children outside of these age groups are welcomed and may be 

asked to stay close to their accompanying adult 
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Photos, videos and description 
 
BSO’s photos and short videos can be downloaded 
here: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cbp-PiRI_Tvqhlnvyj2MIJE5s3IbrYXP?usp=sharing 
 
Each photo's name file has the proper photographer’s credit info within the name file, 
please include them in your promotional materials. 
 
Some short videos are also included in this folder for social media activations. The 
teasers in French and in English are also included in this folder if you need the file for 
your websites, etc.  
 
We will continue to add more little videos to this folder, keep checking! 
 

Teaser:  

In English: https://vimeo.com/1188554569 
 
In French: https://vimeo.com/1192101453  
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Name of company: 
​
Please use Foolish Operations 
 
 
Name of the piece: 

Baby Space Opera​ ​ ​ or ​ ​ Grande Ourse - Petite Ourse (in French) 
 
 
Description: 

English Language Baby Space Opera Description 
 
(If your website is bilingual English/French please ask us for our French translation). 
 
Step into the night sky with your little one to share a moment of awe and wonder. 
Wrapped in starlight, twinkling stars dance and invite little ones to play. What stories can 
the constellations tell us? 
 
This gentle, sensory-rich performance wraps audiences in a suspended moment of 
poetry. Stunning costumes, melodic songs, and dancing amidst celestial projections - all 
inspired by Ursa Major, Ursa Minor, and Cassiopeia - create a dreamlike space where 
babies and their caregivers can pause, breathe, and simply be.  
 
 Born from a creative process involving families at several stages, this performance for 
babies is a meditation on our place in the infinite universe. 
 
This is Foolish Operations' new performance for babies and all their adults, which 
premiered in May 2026 at Festival Petits Bonheurs in Montréal (QC) and at the 
Vancouver International Children’s Festival (BC). This performance is a co-production 
with Théâtre la Seizième and was awarded the 2026 Arcand-Bournival prize. This 
process is made possible with the support of a Surrey SPARK Stages residency at 
Clayton Community Centre, multiple Moberly Arts and Cultural Centre residencies, a 
Petits Bonheurs Festival Residency and a New Works technical residency.  
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French Language Description of Grande Ourse - Petite Ourse 
 
Ode au ciel nocturne, Grande Ourse – Petite Ourse s’inspire des tout premiers instants 
d’un nouveau-né dans l’immensité du cosmos. Telle une étoile naissant au cœur d’une 
nébuleuse, cette petite vie qui commence bouleverse le vaste monde qui l’entoure. 
Sous la voûte céleste, des astres scintillants dansent à l’unisson, appelant les 
tout·es-petit·e·s à venir jouer avec eux. Quelles histoires les constellations qui brillent 
au-dessus de nous nous racontent ? 
 
Comme happé·e·s par la gravité de l'univers, nous plongeons avec Grande Ourse – 
Petite Ourse au cœur d’une captivante exploration des sens. Projections éthérées, jeux 
de lumières irisées, douces chansons et mélodies s’entrelacent avec poésie dans un 
moment suspendu.  
 
Née d'un processus créatif impliquant des familles à plusieurs étapes, cette 
performance pour bébés est une méditation sur notre place dans l'univers infini. 
 
Il s'agit du nouveau spectacle de Foolish Operations destiné aux bébés et à tous les 
adultes qui les accompagnent, dont la première a eu lieu en mai 2026 au Festival Petits 
Bonheurs à Montréal (QC) et au Festival International des enfants de Vancouver 
(C.-B.). Ce spectacle est une coproduction avec le Théâtre la Seizième et a remporté le 
prix Arcand-Bournival 2026. Ce processus est rendu possible grâce au soutien d'une 
résidence Surrey SPARK Stages au Clayton Community Centre, de plusieurs 
résidences au Moberly Arts and Cultural Centre, d'une résidence au Petits Bonheurs 
Festival et d'une résidence technique avec New Works. 
 
 
 
Visual Guide: 

in English  in French 
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Baby Space Opera Creative Team:  

Paragraph option: 
The show is created by Julie Lebel in collaboration with creative mentor Jo Leslie, 
performers Sarah Gallos, Olivia Shaffer and Isabelle Kirouac, composer-flutist Sabrina 
Mo, singer Ghislaine Doté, assistant producer and stage manager Karen Thào La, with 
the contribution in production of Mandy Huang and designers Diane Park 
(costumes/sets/accessories) and Andie Lloyd (lighting and projections). Alternate 
dancer Rianne Švelnis is also included in the team 
 

List option: 
 
Performers: Sarah Gallos, Olivia Shaffer, Isabelle Kirouac and alternate dancer Rianne 
Švelnis. 
Julie Lebel – Artistic direction & choreography, poems 
Jo Leslie - Creative mentor and dramaturg​
Sabrina Mo - Composer-flutist 
Ghislaine Doté - Signer​
Diane Park – Set and costume design​
Andie Lloyd - Lighting and projections design 
 

 

www.foolishoperations.org  - julie@foolishoperations.org - 778-316-8271               p. 6 

http://www.foolishoperations.org
mailto:julie@foolishoperations.org


 
 

Company Information 
 
Foolish Operations' logo 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1g7JA6_Onrfm90xmstTrMsQSo4MbMHjd5?usp=s
haring 
 

Social media and websites:  

●​ FB: facebook.com/foolishoperations 
●​ Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/foolishoperations 
●​ Baby Space Opera’s page: https://foolishoperations.org/performances/bso/ 
●​ Foolish Operations' website: https://foolishoperations.org/ 

 
 

Company Biography 

Foolish Operation’s vision is about creating togetherness 
 
Our mandate is to create dance experiences that welcome babies, toddlers and their 
families in performances and workshops filled with irresistible invitations to participate. 
We collaborate with artists, educators and specialists to spark inspiration between 
communities, disciplines and fields of knowledge, using play in art-making as the glue. 
 
Our values are togetherness, health, and learning. 
 
Foundation: Foolish Operations Society was incorporated in 2016, as a not-for-profit 
society, on the ancestral and unceded Indigenous territories of the xʷməθkʷəjˀəm 
(Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and səl̓ilwətaɁɬ (Tsleil Waututh) First Nations, 
also known as Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. It is founded and led by 
choreographer Julie Lebel. 

www.foolishoperations.org  - julie@foolishoperations.org - 778-316-8271               p. 7 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1g7JA6_Onrfm90xmstTrMsQSo4MbMHjd5?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1g7JA6_Onrfm90xmstTrMsQSo4MbMHjd5?usp=sharing
http://facebook.com/foolishoperations
https://www.instagram.com/foolishoperations
https://foolishoperations.org/performances/bso/
https://foolishoperations.org/
http://www.foolishoperations.org
mailto:julie@foolishoperations.org


 
 

Artistic Director Bio 

Born and raised in north-eastern Québec, on the ancestral lands of the Innu Nation, 
from a family of settlers of French and Irish ancestry, Julie Lebel now gratefully lives and 
dances on the ancestral and unceeded Indigenous territories of the xwməθkwəy̓ əm 
(Musqueam), Sḵwx̱ wú7mesh (Squamish) and səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) First Nations. 
She is a francophone choreographer invested in community engaged dance and in 
interactions between public space and community – involving musicians, visual artists, 
film makers and writers with a body of work spanning 30 years. She is the artistic 
Director of Foolish Operations, connecting people of all generations through new dance 
experiences, especially with and for very young children. She is a member of Lower Left 
Collective (USA, Germany, Norway and Canada) teaching and performing Ensemble 
Thinking. Julie is a proud mother of very active twin girls who act as first consultants in 
all her creative endeavours. 
 
Supplementary promotional material 

Recorded interview (FR) Radio-Canada Côte Nord 
Éveiller les poupons au théâtre et à la danse 
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/ohdio/premiere/emissions/bonjour-la-cote/segments/rattrapage/24327
41/eveiller-poupons-a-danse-et-au-theatre 

Prix Arcan-Bournival for Baby Space Opera / Grande Ourse - Petite Ourse 
https://seizieme.ca/fr/2026/06/29/le-prix-arcand-bournival-2025-2026-est-decerne-a-julie
-lebel/ 

Baby Space Opera’s Costumière’s Statement and her environmental 
considerations during the creative process 
 

-​ In English: 
https://foolishoperations.org/2026/06/baby-space-operas-costumieres-statement/ 

-​ In French: 
https://foolishoperations.org/fr/2026/06/baby-space-operas-costumieres-statement/ 
 

Article de Sally Chance sur la dramaturgie de la rencontre 
“The Art of Taking Part: Dramaturgies of Encounter in Theatre for Early Years” 
https://www.critical-stages.org/28/the-art-of-taking-part-dramaturgies-of-encounter-in-the
atre-for-early-years/ 
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Suggested message to send to audience ahead of the 
show: 

  
We are very excited you will join the [insert presenter’s name] in presenting Baby Space 
Opera at [SHOW TIME].   
 
Please arrive 15 minutes early to hang your coats, use the facilities [ if applicable: and 
sign-in on any waiver applicable to your festival, such as documentation wavers.] 
 
What to expect: 
 
All participants will gather at the [insert location, ex Lobby] and be greeted by our Front 
of House staff.  
 
We will welcome everyone to the performance and ask that you remove your shoes, 
coats and your child’s socks if possible, the dance floor can be slippery with socks.  If 
you have mobility concerns and are unable to sit on the floor mats with your 
child/children please let the Front of House staff know before entering the space. There 
is no assigned seating. Photography or video will not be permitted during the 
performance.  
 
Our ‘YES’ Policy, inspired by the WeeFestival in Toronto. 
 
∙ YES your child will be close and in the action  
∙ YES you can park the stroller  [insert location] 
∙ YES water and milk is allowed in the theatre. Please keep snacks for after the 
performance. 
∙ YES you and your child can exit and re-enter the space during the performance if your 
child needs a break to re-group and re-charge. 
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Additional Workshops to engage the 
community 

Dancing the Parenting Workshop 
 

 
 
Description : Based in creative dance and improvisation and integrating developmental, play 
and attachment theories, as well as the Reggio Emilia approach to early childhood education, 
Dancing the Parenting is a playful and creative exploration of movement, engaging 
parents/caregivers into their own dancing just as much as the children. 
 
Dance experience is not required. The class is designed for adult participants who can move 
from the floor to standing. If using chairs could accommodate some of your adult participants, 
let us know, we will design the class with this in mind. Adults are responsible for their child at all 
times. All participants, adults and children alike, are asked to wear comfortable clothing, e.g. 
gym pants/yoga/leggings, and to dance barefoot to avoid slipping and falling. 
 
For more information of for promotion purposes, please see these short videos:  
https://vimeo.com/140091711 (in English), 
or this one in French:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IkeWILtWta4&feature=youtu.be (en français). 
 

●​ Participants:  Children 0-5 years, capacity 25 people (including children). 
●​ Logistic:  Space: A space without mirrors or furniture is preferable. We will bring a 

bluetooth speaker for the music. The workshop is 45 minutes. Please allow for hang out 
time after the workshop, where people can bring their own snacks so we can discuss the 
approaches and exchange ideas. 
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Dancing Storytime workshop  

Workshop Description: This workshop invites families with young children to expand 
the notions of literacy by exploring the interplay of books and movement. In this 
workshop, families explore a book and try songs and movement games using various 
accessories for play and movement as families. We will introduce some French, and 
invite participants to share words in any non-English or French languages they speak.  
 
We have designed multiple versions of this workshops inspired by the different themes 
of our performances: yarn and colour, stars, constellations and planets, trees and birds, 
boats, fish and other marine life… with their own specific book, songs and accessories 
to move with. Based on principles of creative dance, participants propose their own 
movement choices. Parents/caregivers are invited to follow the lead of their children’s 
movement choices.  
 

●​ Workshop Length: 45 minutes 
●​ Logistics:. The workshop can be held inside in a dance studio or multi-purpose 

room clear of furniture.  
●​ Maximum capacity:  

○​ Family setting: Up to 20 children with their caregivers, if the space can 
accommodate. 

○​ Daycare/Daycamp settings: up to 15 children, with their educators (one 
group may be slightly higher depending on provinces). 

○​ School setting: one classroom and their teacher(s) and special needs 
support people (if applicable). 
 

Instructions to families/daycare/schools to send ahead of time:  
No experience is necessary. Caregiver (parent or educator) participation is required. 
We ask participants to come in clothes comfortable to move in. Shoes may be optional if 
the floor surface allows. Clothing that covers knees and shoulders is advised. 
Movements and games can be adapted to include people with mobility restrictions, 
using chairs, for example.  
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